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DESIRES MYSTIFIED: OIL PAINTINGS BY MING JING
Friday, 14 August − Sunday, 06 September 2015
Opening Reception: Friday, 14 August from 6:30 to 8:30 PM
Element Art Space is pleased to present 14 oil paintings by Ming Jing.
Light and elegance best describes Ming Jing’s paintings. “Light” relates to his materials and techniques and
is closely connected to the painter’s feelings towards these materials as well as the consciousness and
unconsciousness behind these feelings. To make strong colours accentuated, lightened and transparent
requires good skills, feeling and wisdom. The light and elegant style reflects the painter’s own attitude
towards the world.
Prominent feature of Ming Jing’s works is that it is free but not careless, casual but not lacking
exquisiteness. He does not imitate the brush lines and way of light-ink strokes on the surface. He still
adopts the smearing and paintings as well as the lines drawn with scrapers and pens are all casual and
accidental. The formed image sometimes becomes concealed and sometimes becomes obvious, fleeting
and hazy, not realistic art such as sculpting, proportions, dissection, scenography, tone an depth. He paints
easily, smoothly and casually, casual but not freely, no ill use of freedom, never losing his to sensibility,
never behaving tough and intrepid, rude and frenzied. The manifestation of arts requires freedom from the
homage to shapes and techniques, acquiring freedom both spiritually and technically. However, arts also
require control over freedom. Arbitrary “techniques” and “immoderate” arbitrariness and indulgence are the
nightmares of true art. One must get rid of not only arbitrary “reasons” and “techniques” but also insanity
violence and freedom, which is based on hurting others. This is the spirit of Chinese art.
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Ming Jing (b. 1960, Hebei Province, China) graduated from the Tianjin Fine Art Academy in 1983. He has
held numerous exhibitions throughout China as well as in the United States. He has won prizes in oil
painting shows hosted by The China Oil Painting Institute successively in 1997 and 2001 and also won third
prize in 1999 at the 9th National Fine Art Exhibition, despite the fact that in the history of Chinese art
exhibitions it has always been extremely hard to award abstract painting with any prizes.

About Element Art Space
The gallery first opened in October 2009 under the mentorship of Chua Soobin--one of the most prominent
gallerists in South East Asia and was the first to introduce avant-garde Chinese art to the region. Initially
named S.Bin Art Plus, the gallery changed its name to Element Art Space in 2011. Drawing from Soobin’s
more than 20 years of experience in the art industry, the gallery’s aim remains consistent: to promote great
and innovative artists from South East Asia and provide exchange and dialogue with artists, galleries and
collectors from throughout the world. The gallery also oﬀers residencies to a highly selected number of
emerging artists from the region. The gallery’s inaugural exhibition, “Harmony,” featured the works of 33
painters and sculptors from throughout the world, many of which have never been displayed to the
Singaporean public before--marble sculpture by Fernando Botero and gold-plated sculpture by Marc Quinn
just to name a few. Following this grand entrance to the Singapore art scene, the gallery continues to be the
advocate for compelling and challenging contemporary work by today’s most exciting emerging and midcareer artists.
For more information, contact: Stephanie Seet
Raﬄes Hotel Arcade
328 North Bridge Road #02-13
Singapore 188719
Tel: +65 6883 2001 Fax: +65 6883 2707
Email: stephanie@elementartspace.com
Hours: Open Daily :11:00am-07:00pm
(closed on Public Holidays)

Image: MING JING, Cupid Meets Mermaid Under Water, Oil On Canvas, 128 x 158 cm, 2003 © Element Art Space
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